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In June 10 statements to reporters, Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo announced that government
officials had finished the process of reviewing claims for return of over 15,000 properties confiscated
during the Sandinista government. According to Lacayo, the government is now in a position to
begin large-scale return of properties to former owners. He added that, where appropriate, claims
files have been turned over to the Attorney General's office, which will now proceed to return
to their original owners those properties deemed to have been unjustly confiscated. This will
reportedly include nearly all confiscations carried out under the Ley de Ausentes, which provided
for confiscation of properties belonging to persons who were absent from the country for a period
greater than six months. Anonymous government sources told reporters from the Agence FrancePresse news agency that in the process of returning confiscated properties, the government plans
to give priority to US citizens, prominent Nicaraguan businesspersons, and former contra leaders.
While Lacayo reiterated the government's firm commitment to return all unjustly confiscated
properties, he warned that in accordance with current legislation, no persons affiliated with the
Somoza government would benefit from such measures, "even if they are US citizens by birth."
Among those seeking return of properties is the Rosario Mining Company, which hopes to recover
the La Luz and Neptuno gold mines, located in eastern Nicaragua. Confiscated properties already
turned over to their former owners by the government of President Violeta Chamorro include the
Coca Cola and Pepsi Cola bottling plants, the Datsun automobile distributor, the Lacteos La Perfecta
dairy products processing complex, the Jaboneria Prego soap factory, and the Textilera Kikatex
textiles plant. (Basic data from Agence France- Presse, 06/10/92)
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